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thank male homosexuality for an essential. reinforcement
of energy.
Finally the word ' love' must be stretched still further,
to cover all the perversions of sexuality. There is an
incestuous love, an onanistic self-love, which has won the
name narcissism. Besides these, the word love has to include
every morbid sexual abomination as well as every greed,
that has ever degraded man to the level of the beast and the
machine.
Thus we find ourselves in the unprofitable situation of
beginning a discussion about a matter and a concept of
absolutely unlimited extent and indefiniteness. One feels
inclined, at least for the purposes of to-day's discussion, to
restrict the concept of love to the problem, for instance, of
how youth in its student-days has to come to terms with,
and behave towards sexuality. But this restriction is
precisely what is impossible, since all the aspects I have
mentioned above must be included in this problem, and
because all the significations of the word 'love' are also
contained as active factors in the love-problems of the student*
We can, of course, agree to discuss the average problem,
namely, the question as to how the so-called normal man has
to conduct himself under stated circumstances. Disregarding
the fact that the normal man does not exist, there is, neverthe-
less, similarity enough among individuals even of the most
diverse kind, to give us that common ground which could
warrant the notion of average possibilities. Here, as always,
the practical solution of the problem is conditioned by two
factors: on the one hand by the demands and capacities
of the individual, and on the other by the circumstances of
, the environment.
A certain obligation falls upon the opener of a discussion
to present a general survey of the problem. Naturally this
demand can be satisfied, only if, as physician, I restrict myself
to an objective account of things that actually occur, and
abstain from that stale, moralizing talk which tries to cloak

